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strength of the various shades of opinion. Youth speaks its own
language. But this much may be taken for certain, that the
youth are agreed that the stage thus far attained is at best to
be regarded as a preparatory phase.

THE SECOND PHASE OF THE REVOLUTION
Perhaps there is a tendency in every revolution to a second
phase, or to the final consummation of the revolutionary pro-
gramme. In the Third Reich this second phase owes its
importance to the fact that it is quietly establishing itself by
carrying out its practical tasks. As yet the army is preserving
an open attitude toward this new movement. The army leaders
are overburdened with professional duties; the older generation
among them are undecided and divided in opinion. But the
younger ones are filled with the utmost confidence and energy,
and are equally critical of the past methods of the Third Reich
and of the old traditions of the Prussian officers* corps. The
army leaders will be compelled before long to make up their
minds: the spirit of the new movement has much in common
with their own traditions, while they find everything that is
utterly repulsive to every soldier in the un-Prussian, unmilitary,
hazy, rhetorical emotionalism and dilettantism of the present
regime of the de'classe's.
It would be satisfying to be able to see in the rejection of the
National Socialist outlook a process of recovery. It would be a
relief to feel that this stage-play with its inflated verbiage and
its flapping banners was coming to an end. But the thought
of what comes next is oppressive and alarming. As it developed,
National Socialism bore the plain mark of transiency for all
thinking persons. It always held the possibility of rational
modification. What now threatens to come is the resort to
the last assets of the nation, the last assets of humanity, drawing